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...an open, affirming and heart-centered spiritual community
we live the Christ consciousness of

acceptance,
love,

peace,
justice and joy
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June Services...
Sundays, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

Communion served on the first Sunday of each month 
immediately following 1st service

and just prior to 2nd service.

Nursery Care available at both services (Birth - K)

Youth Education classes during 10:30 service only
 Pre-K through 5th grade - every Sunday 
 6th - 12th grade, 1st and 3rd Sundays

Final meeting of Youth Ed for the summer is June 7.

June 7 – “Exploring the Power of the Body”
Guest Speaker Garrett Walters

June 14 – “Letting Go”, Rev. Marshall Norman

June 21 – “Cooperation”, Rev. Marshall Norman
Father’s Day

June 28 -- “Wholeness”, Rev. Marshall Norman
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In the Silence  by Sandy Strietelmeier

Summer is on the way.  Activity is all around us.  What a joy 
this life can be.

Sweet Spirit of all life,

Thank you for all the blessings you are continually pouring 
into our lives.  We open our hearts and lives to receiving all 
these blessings in whatever way they appear.  We see the 
blessings in the form they appear and we use each 
opportunity to be your light and love in this world.  

We thank you for the blessing of fathers.  We thank you for the blessings of the men in our lives 
and all the life lessons we are gifted with from them.  We see the strength of gentleness.  We 
see the power of conviction and the power of flexibility.  We thank you for the protection, the 
love and the adventure of fathers, those of origin and those of choice.

We see the father strength of you, Sweet Spirit and we see that strength within ourselves.  We 
affirm all the world being blessed with the love and compassion of the father’s heart.  And so it 
is.  Amen

Here I am, Lord by Sandy Strietelmeier

We take a moment to be grateful for the Prayer Chaplain men this 
month.

Our current Prayer Chaplains are Karl Kletzien, Pat O’Laughlin and 
Bob Watson.  They are true blessings of light and love and 
compassion.  We have had some wonderful men in our program and 
we are always open to the opportunities of embracing more men in 
the program.  

In the past, we have experienced the love and service of our 
brothers, Gary Fitzgerald, Samuel Cooke, Barry Roberts, Will Shaw, 
and Regis Whetzel.  I have never known more powerful and loving 
and passionate men, our community has most assuredly been 
blessed with these individuals.

The Prayer Chaplain Ministry has been blessed by the strength and support of Rev. Roger 
Goodwin, Doug Wakeman, Rev. Ted Schneider and most especially Rev. Marshall Norman.  

We thank all the men in our community for the fathership they offer to our Youth Ed. Ministry, 
our Board of Trustees, our Parish Nurse Ministry, our Building and Grounds, and all the many 
seen and unseen gifts they give.  

On a personal note, thank you to all the Men of Unity for restoring my trust in men in general,
and showing me the true measure of a man, in love and compassion. Blessings, Sandy

An additional personal note:  Thank you to the community of Unity of Madison for the beautiful 
expressions of love I received on April 27th and continue to receive in all times.  

You are all such blessings in my life and I thank God daily for you.  I thank God for bringing 
Unity of Madison into my life at the right and perfect time. Sandy
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Minister’s Letter  by Rev. Marshall Norman

The Answer

When for a purpose
I had prayed and prayed and prayed

Until my words seemed worn and bare
With arduous use,

And I had knocked and asked and knocked and 
asked again,

And all my fervor and persistence brought no 
hope,

I paused to give my weary brain a rest
And ceased my anxious human cry.

In that still moment,
After self had tried and failed,

There came a glorious vision of God’s power,
And, lo, my prayer was answered in that hour.

                                                   
                                                     -Lowell Fillmore

Greetings! The month of June is upon us 
and the opportunity to enjoy outdoor activities in 
the warmth and sunshine is truly a blessing for us 
all. Gardens are growing, people are out walking 
and biking and the profusion of green growing 
plants is all around. Life is good! In this glorious 
month, I am looking forward to going to a place 
where I first read the poem listed above.

For those of you who are relatively new to 
Unity, I would like to bring to your awareness a 
very special place in our world…..Unity Village. 
Unity Village is located approximately thirty miles 
southeast of Kansas City, Missouri. Silent Unity, 
Unity’s world-wide prayer ministry is located at 
Unity Village. Unity ministers receive their training, 
licensing and ordination there. Throughout the year 
there are many retreats and opportunities for study 
for anyone who is interested. Comfortable 
accommodations and good food; hiking, swimming 
and playing golf, etc., are also there for the 
enjoyment of everyone.

Also located at Unity Village, next to the 
new hotel building, is what is known as the Lowell 
Fillmore Garden. Lowell Fillmore was, along with 
Royal and Rickert, a son of Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore, the co-founders of Unity. He joined in the 
work of building the Unity movement and was 
known for his gentleness and humility. The poem 
that began this letter begins his book entitled 
“Health, Wealth and Happiness”. This book is 
available in our lending library here at Unity of 
Madison, and I highly recommend it. There is a 
bronze plaque located in the Lowell Fillmore 
Garden with “The Answer” inscribed upon it. When 

I first visited the garden I was so blessed by the 
presence of this poem.

As I read this poem again I am struck with 
its simple yet powerful message. We often struggle 
and strain to do the right thing and come up with 
the right answer. We want to love everyone and 
forgive everyone and be a blessing in this world. 
We read and study and practice and the years go 
by. I have recently experienced difficulty with a 
particular person in my life. We all have had the 
experience of having our buttons pushed over and 
over again by another person. I have tried and 
tried to put aside the irritation and distraction that I 
experience when I am in this person’s presence. 
Just recently, it finally occurred to me to do as 
Jesus modeled for us from the cross on Calvary. 
Jesus uttered those powerful words of forgiveness 
while in his time of crucifixion…..while he was 
being mocked and abused in the most vile of ways. 
Not in retrospect but in the very midst of the trials 
and tribulations of his crucifixion Jesus said about 
his persecutors “Father, forgive them for they know 
not what they do”.

Contained in “The Answer” and in the 
account of Jesus’ statement from the cross is an 
answer that is a powerful blessing for all of us. We 
can let go of our human struggle and let the 
presence of the Divine within us and all around us 
(our Father) bless everyone and all of life. 
Whenever I am with the person I just mentioned or 
whenever I think about that person, I now give 
them to Spirit. If I cannot easily love and forgive 
any person or situation, it is crucial to give that 
person or situation into the care and keeping of 
love and wisdom itself. This practice helps me to 
better deal with difficulties and to more easily 
return to the center of my being and rest in and 
express my divinity. 

Friend, may you enjoy the blessing of a 
visit to Unity Village and the Lowell Fillmore 
Garden. May you enjoy the wonderful blessing of 
being at a place that, over the years, has been 
dedicated to the practice of prayer and 
meditation…….the practice of blessing all who 
spend time there.

Happy summer!   Marshall
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Income $31,996.91 $286,038.18
Expenses -$33,323.87            -$269,518.86

__________ ___________               
Net -  $1,326.96          +   $16,519.32

Note:  This statement does not include the designated gift of $100,000 for the Mortgage on Aug. 4, 
2004

UNITY OF MADISON
Senior Minister –
Rev. Marshall Norman

2009 Board of Trustees

President Marj Kutsche
Vice President Pat Payas
Secretary Diane Gould
Treasurer Dave Pauly
Trustee Deb Lucas
Trustee Sue Tierman
Alternate Laura Shaffer
Alternate

Church Staff

Office Manager Julie Marca
Volunteer Coordinator Shanti Norman
Youth Education Director Linda Tyllo
Nursery Staff Margaret Bolar Boly

Michelle Baier
Nursery Staff Sub Janna Bronkhorst
Music/Choir Director Pete Calgaro
Parish Nurse Ann Munkres
Bookkeeper Abdul Faouzi
Bookstore Manager Tracey Byrnes
Newsletter Editor Susan Spahn
Maintenance Jim L’Huillier
Musician Brian Schultz
Cleaning Barb Peters

Financial Information
Income Statement as of 3/31/09

Income $76,446.00
Expenses $88,713.00  

Net Deficit -$12,267.00

Thank you Spirit!

April Tithes
$ 559.14   Association of Unity Churches
$ 300.00    Unity Costa Rica
$ 404.57    Great Lakes Unity Regional Conference
$ 404.57 Silent Unity
$ 200.00    Porchlight
$ 250.00   EMDR Humanitarian Asst. Programs

$2,118.28 TOTAL TITHE

NOTICE:

Informational 
Meeting on 
Accessibility

Sunday June 14

12 noon -1 pm

in the sanctuary

Topics to be discussed are 
financing and plan options.

Please be there to receive 
the current information.

Music Ministry   

A big THANK YOU to all vocal and chime choir members! I am grateful for 
your dedication and good work over the past year. Our “tour” to the Willows 
Nursing and Rehab Center was a lot of fun and was well-received. Enjoy 
your summer and we’ll make some more music together in the fall. The first 
rehearsal will be Monday, September 14th. 

Thanks also to the Unity Jazz Band for all the great music (most of it original) 
over the past year.  Enjoy your summer off, as well! 

May’s “Mother’s Day” drum circle was full of great energy.  We had a great 
time! The next drum circle will be between services (approximately 9:45am-
10:15am) on Sunday, June 14. Bring your drums, shakers, etc. or just bring 
yourself. 

There will be no Cosmic Celebration in June. We are taking a short break. If 
you are interested in helping plan future celebrations, let me know.   The 
Rhythm of Life Drum Circle will be on Friday, June 26 in the Sanctuary. Hope 
to see you there!  

Dancing with the Mystery,  Pete


